
West Lake Trail Relo 
Meet at Chicopee Lake Aquatic 

Studies Center 

Aug 7th 

West Lake Trail Relo 
& Cookout! 

Meet at Chicopee Lake Aquatic 
Studies Center 

Sept 4th 

West Lake Trail Relo 
Meet at Chicopee Lake Aquatic 

Studies Center 

Oct 9th 

To be determined... Nov 6th 

To be determined... Dec 4th 

All Trail Work  
Parties scheduled:  

10am-3pm 

Trail Work Parties: 
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     The new school program guides are in the 

teachers hands and the phones are ringing.  

Soon students will be arriving and we need you 

as a volunteer trail guide naturalist.           
 

     Please contact Lead Naturalist Terry Shuler  

for pre-registration: (770) 535-1976 or 

terry@elachee.org. 

Elachee’s Volunteer Naturalist Program 
Volunteers are Vital to Elachee! 

       

      Elachee’s Volunteer Naturalists are trained   

individuals who assist Elachee in teaching      

visiting school children about nature. Most walk 

on the trails with a small group of 10-15       

students, pointing out natural features,       

identifying plant and animal life, and reinforcing 

concepts learned during the classroom sessions.  
 

     Elachee provides low-key and informative  

training sessions that teach the basics of field 

interpretation; identification of wildflowers, 

shrubs, and trees; and how to sample aquatic 

life. This is a great way to learn about nature, 

get some exercise in a beautiful setting, and 

help children learn more about nature. 
 

     This Fall, our Volunteer Training Session will 

be held September 8th through September 10th 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   

Upcoming Events: 
• Snake Day   Saturday, Sept 11th, 10am-1pm 
       See a variety of live snakes and other reptiles.   
 

• Back to the Bayou   Saturday, Sept 25th, 6-11pm 
       Benefit dinner and auction.  Enjoy cocktails, dinner, music, and live & silent   
       auctions featuring artwork, entertainment activities, and items from local  
       merchants.  Reservations required. 
 

• Bio Blitz Saturday, October 9th, 9am-1pm 
       Join Elachee Staff and visiting scientists for a day of data collection in the    
       Chicopee Woods Nature Preserve.  Call to Register.  Free. 
 

• Rivers Alive Stream Clean-up at Elachee, Saturday, Oct 16th, 10am-12pm 
       Help us keep Elachee’s creeks clean and healthy!  Dress to get wet.  Free. 
 

• Adopt-A-Stream Training Fri Oct 22nd 6-9pm, Sat Oct 23rd 9am-4pm 
       Join us for an intensive 1 1/2 day workshop that will train you to effectively   
       and accurately monitor streams.  Call to Register.  Free. 
 

• NightFall Friday Oct 29th, Saturday Oct 30th, 6-9pm 
       Elachee’s fall festival- night hikes, crafts, face painting, and special programs. 



    Great folks, great food, great music, funny dancing… Elachee’s  

Volunteer Celebration was great fun!   
 

    Guests of honor Carol O’Connor, Marvin Richter,  and Joe Terrell were  

Elachee’s 2004 Leffingwell Volunteer Service Award winners.  With a  

combined total of 40+ years of service to Elachee, these dedicated  

volunteers serve as Gift Shop/ Visitor Information Specialists.  Their role  

as the “up front” person for our organization is an important factor in our  

success! 
     

    Over the past quarter century, Elachee has grown and evolved, offering 

an ever increasing array of programs and services.  Most astonishing is that 

despite our growth and changes over the years, many of the corps group of 

volunteers from our early days have remained dedicated . 
   

    Special thanks to Barbara Jacobsen & the band  “Jumpin the Skillet” 

for  the great music and dancing and to Elachee staff members who cooked 

a wonderful dinner for the volunteers. 

     

     Alan Burton has been a Trail         
Volunteer at Elachee since the very 
first Trail Work Party November 2002. 
 

     Alan, who lives in Lawrenceville,    
discovered Elachee when he          
attended a birthday party for a nephew 
at the nature center.  “I saw a sign-up 
sheet for trail volunteer and put in my 
contact information.  I have attended 
every trail work day that I could ever 
since I signed up that day.” 
 

      “Besides Cynthia Crowell, I enjoy 
seeing the all of the wildlife,  especially 
when it is something I haven't seen    
before.  With work and family, I don't 
get outside very much. When I come 
out to do trail work, I like to discover 
plants, flowers, bugs and fungi.” 
  

Star of the Season - Our Volunteer Profile:  Alan Burton 
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Trail Volunteer Cookout at Chicopee Lake 
 Saturday September 4th, 2004 

Join us for a cookout/social on the lake 3:30pm  
(Immediately following the Trail Work Party) 

     Alan has two children, Alex 5 years 
old and Lily 6 months old.   
 

     “I work at the Centers for Disease      
Control and Prevention with the Agency 
for Toxic  Substances  and  Disease  
Registry.  I do network administration 
and computer support.” 
  
     Alan’s favorite hobby at the moment 
is eating sweets.   “I love eating ice 
cream, cakes, cookies, brownies, and 
smoothies.  Of course, my second     
favorite hobby is   lifting weights so I can 
keep my first hobby in check.”  Trail work 
helps with both of these! 
 

     Thanks Alan for all of your hard work, 
and for all the bug and mushroom    
sightings you have shared with us! 
 

Alan Burton 
Trail Builder Extraordinaire 

Elachee’s Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 


